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Parliament a Dying Institution. .

That which is near to us we generally fail to
see, at least in its true perspective. What may. ap-
pear to a superficial observer as a fluctuation of
the importance of Parliament or the abuse of
byva coterie of ministers, may turn out to be the signs
of s dying institution. |

It is peculiar that our “ evolutionary BSocial-
ist ¥ friends, who boast of their * historic poise,”
have not seen the historical significance of this phe-
nowena, and still only view it as an ‘' abuse of
power.” It is not a compliment to the Maodonald-
ites that they go no further than such bourgeois
papers as the Daily News in their criticism' of this

on, and that they see nothing of a positive
character in it. Whilst the form of power—the
vote—is given to ah eveg-increasing number, the ac-
ll‘llpowatil centred in the hands of a few
men.” But the attitude of thepe *‘great men -
wards the House of Commons is the true measure
of the impotence of it, and & sign .wie should mot
fail to notice.
in the Hands of Industirial
is in the hands of the indus mag-
the soenes. Bills are prepared by the
conjunction with city men, bankers,
of the large .industries. We know
forces of British politics are following
trail of oil in these days. | |
the extent that industry becomes more central-
the new markets become fewer, the capi-
talists consider it necessary for the nationsl politics
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Parliamient to be more and more ig
- Minister to became m:;‘ lnt?lcutia.
tendency emphasises i and crystallises,

must the masses be bluffed by the pillars of demo-~
cracy. -

Iindustrial Unions Assume Mere Power.

On the other hand, another temdency must be
soted. The trade unions ane assaming more power,
and the trade union ters becomes the point
of opposition to Government ts. The ef-
fective ' from the workers, toward new
' d political movements of the ital-

an
ists, too, are arranged by the trade unions. Di

action becomes of greater importance than the Labour
M%.P. or the Labour Party. t
of the necessity of dipect action is a sign of . the
Parliamentary impotence of Labour. The capitalists
and their puppets make Parliament conform to their
desires, whilst the workers

to direc

As the antagonisms in capitalist

more and more ; a8 the capitalist class consolidates
itself into more groups on the one hand,
and the workers strengthen and solidify their trade
unions on the other, the possibilities of revolutionary
crises become mare npumerous, The more the I::hly-
concentrated capitalist executive has to rely the
use of the State forces, and the more brazenly they
act in that respect, the more wide awake becomes
the proletariat.

Workers' Demands Exceed What Capitalist
Industries Can Bear.
As the workers make demands upon the production
of industry which the industry fails to bear under
the present system (witness some of the Govern-

ment subsidies), the State forces are brought in to
check the workers.

. The State Intervemes.

This creates a new set of circumstances. Whereas
thé negotiations, of days gone by, for wage advanoces,
etc., used to take between craft unions and
small sections of em , we now find huge national
industrial unions ing demands upon national sec-
tions of capitalists. In many cases, the magnitade
of the disputes has been such that, “ for the safety
of the public,” the State has had to interfere.
Now a break between the Btate and the Trades
Unions in disputes creates an event of nationsl im-
portance, a revolutionary crisis. As each union comes
‘0 be a national industrial union, e0 will these
Crises increase in number.

The present financial position, which can hardly
change for the better at least under five years,
will compel the workers to increase their demands,
Whether the industries as at present controlled can
bear them or not. Thus the number and magnitude
of the crises will grow. The education of an ‘increasing
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minority of workers at the Labour coll and
classes will give this foroe direction. hﬁ: con-
scious d:lrucuou mumtln duuiub:hth-a wu
more and more, especially is of tur-
bulqnu, the revolutiodary pessibilities gomm

Communist Party Must Be Moulded for Crisis.

Ag the periods of apathy tend to become shorter and

crises appear more often, it is essential that thiy Com-
munist policy should bg motiided so as to cater for
periods of crisis.
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Right Wing Policy Created for Apathetic Period.
friends is that
their policy is outlined on a basis of apathy, leaviog

) - possibilities
' satisfies only the con-
we expect the least

Our policy should be one ‘'of making the most of
the upheavals of a decaying society, not oily to

very process, to en-
‘ipstitutions of the new

The chief folly of ouar

out of comsideration the revelutionary
of a crisis ; in other
ditions of periods from w
results,

hasten ite dmy;t:nl;, b
courage the gro of
saciety.

Parliamentary Action Postpones the Revolution.
Now with Communists these is8 no question about

the.

decay of Parliament and the .
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the question je: “ How ﬂhﬂthﬂ:"ﬂu
of the Bovietal"
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~ PRICE TWOPENCE.

them a contradiction which will not go down. All
that it doos is to give s representative character to
a decaying institution. To waste the

and en of the workers in. this would




the proletariat. In P
the same, from a practical peint of view. We will see
how dangerous the use of Parliamentarism may be
jn a country where  revolution has not yet broken

. out,
¥ where a radical revolutionary
existed these flve-and-twenty

Bocialist movement
yoars, where a Communist Party has sugcceded in
getting seats in Parliament, end where, therefore,
we can the results of practical pudcnmiun
in Parliamentary action. This country is :

A short survey of the history of the Dutch move-
ment should precede.

- We gathered a minority
. This fight was ht for the
theoretically, in written oral de-
congresses, etc. Of this struggle Henriette
Mudish writer of this presemt article
the “leaders.”
‘s new generation came, who taok up the
‘¥ II' ' ' lines. They began
the ps of the
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rinciples. We had
issuce—in the first
‘militarism, colonisation and
numbered only a few hundred, so
our weapons in hard study,
hting.
in forming' a very small,
that fought on
as practically,
will suffice here.

mpwbnnht, erring 1in
t.zu of principle, un-

And through what rea-
of Parliamentary action, and

German

THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT.
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ta, became the enemies :l
imperialism on'y, and turned mw 1
sans of the Entente! [n the opening spoech of
Wynkoop's electaral campaiign, German imperialism
was -denounced, whilst therc was a complete silence
with regard to E nd and the Entente, And in
our paper, the Tribune, it has been the sawe, for
INADY YeAars. .

I will next give the mere facts.

In April, 1917, Lenin, Zinovieff an! others went
from Bwitzerland, thioug! Germany, to Russia. The
editors of our paper ?\i’yn&w and van Iﬁvm
wrote disapprovingly about that voy t mij
possibly bepgnmnh‘l to the Enten’wl).ge |

In July, 1917, Kerensky and Broessilof made their
last desperate offensive to save the cause of the
Entente. This offensive, according to Trotzky, was
the most terrible blow to the world-revolution and the
Russian workers, Our daily paper, the Tribune, for-
merly the champion of Marxism and the revolution,
npﬂoved openly of the Kerensky-Brusiloff offensive.

d they wrote their disapproval of the of
Brest-Litowsk, by which Lenin weakened
of England ! '

An Amsterdam comrade and the present writer,
in August, 1917, wrote against this sttitude of Wyn-
koop and van huuteyn. Our opposition, however,
was crushed. Two articles of mine against English
Imperialism (in which I proved it to be as bad for
the workers of the world as German Imperialism)
were suppressed during nine months ; the last of
them, a keen attack against England, was not printed
till after the electipns, when it could do harm no
longer | Thus the freedom of speech in our once
s0 splendid party was done away with, anly for
the sake of some seats in Parliament } -

Celebrating Wilson.

Matters grew still worse, however. After the
United States had joined in the war, van Ravesteyn
and Wynkoop an to celebrate Wilson. When at
the Amsterdam erence I told this to Comrade
Sylvia Pankhurst and others they would not be-
lieve me. I will add here the wards written by
these editors of the Tribune :

‘““Indeed, for the United Btates it is not in the
first, and not even in a foremost place, the direct,
we might say the tangible, imperialistic interests
which are at stake—interests, therefore, of a terri-
torial, economic or financial nature.”

According to the TIribune, therefore, the United
States do mnot fight for power in China, on the
Pacific, in Japan, in Biberia and in Ac~

Russia.
cording to the T'ridune the United States do not fight

in order to obtain world-dominion ! This is surely
the most untrue utterance ever published by a Com-

munist paper.
And the editors go still further. They say :—

“ Wilson strives in the first place to defend tha
Union from a terrible danger he sees looming ahead,
and to create a new world-order, in which thab
thmtenin% danger, if it cannot be averted alto-
gother, will at any rate be far more easily masteresl,
and it which it might even be possible for ever to
avoid great collision between the ers. This is
the material foundation for his *“i " and his
war-madness. A capitalistic ideal, it #s true, bus
an order of things which would undoubtedly mean a
higher stage of developmens. . . .

“This imperialistic ideal implies . . . nothing
less than the possibility, the aim, to guasd the capi-
talist world from a fearful catastrophe, such as it
has beep undergoing these last four years.”

And, to the editors, this war-aim
of Wilson's has become ““ more and more the war-aim
of radical political opinion in many European coun-
tries,"”

Here, therefore, we have approval for the aim of
Entente Im ism.

Here, after it has been eaid that the United
Btates do not fight for material profit, it is said
of the United Btates and of the entire Entente, nay
of all pacifists in Europe, that they may very like
bring about a new capitalistic world-order, in wh

the great collisions are dome away with, or for
the most part prevented |

Here reformism is propagated in foreign politics,
which reformism i
home

the possib
. This world-peace

posed to all the teachings
theory gives us s0 far. This is the strongest
ple of pro-Entente politics on the part of the Tribune
editors, :
As there was a ibility that the Zimmerwald
Conference at Btock would s the posi-
tion of Germany, Wynkoop boycotted that Conference,
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S — e e e

July 24, 1920,

.

The most
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| having to mﬁ, ete., to the United
“to help them in thei t against thd Central
Powers, Russia, etc. For everyone knew-—and the
term “by evéry means” proves that Wynkoop also

understood—that in case the Netherlands acceded to
their tion, the United Btates would in their
turn more ships for war purposes. In order
to obtain white therefore, the Parliameutary
fraction supported the Enteate. And it did so at
a moment when the Entente \vr about to attack
and suppress the Russian Revoldtion, and perhaps,
also, the utions of Ger - sod Austria | As
for that, the M of Parlia had promised it
already during the elections : * White bread for the
| of the Netherlands, above all.”*

' this ing was harmful to the Rus-
eian, the German, the Austrian, the International

Revolution, was of no concern. Long live the
National | This should come before the International!
White bread by means

The 8.D.P. claimed that the others, the German,
English, French and American parties, should be

~international in the war, that they should not sup-

port it, that they should all suffer hunger, sorrow,
the destruction of their land, the death of their chil-
dren and women, and their own death, rather than
support imperijalism. And now, that the 8.D.P. and
nds proletariat were to suffer, but a
thousand times less than that of the countries at
war, now the B.D.P, and the Netherlands proletariat
had no need to be international !

It was all make-believe, therefore. The abusing
of the Bocial-Patriots as well as the glorifying of
the Bolsheviki, As soon as\their proper turn came
to suffer for the international ideal, to place it above
the national, they -have failed. The 8.P.D., in takipg
this course of action, has accepted the standpoint

.- Again, it has placed

rather, to ren-
Party interest.

Base.

oop and van Rave-
not protesh against
base for England
was intended with-
erman Communist revolu-
and America will doubt-
ture the Communist Revolu-

tion t in Germany, to smother it
from , a8 they did in Hungary and tried
to a, although in ceding Rotterdam as
a base the Netherlands Government for the first

time joined the world's reaction, although this was
the first opportunity for the Netherlands iat
to join on one front in the internati struggle
against world capital for the world revolution, the
Communista in the Netherlands have not uttered a
single word of eopposition or protest. _ *

And, lastly, the leaders of the Communist Party in
Holland have refused to protest inst the Peace
of Versailles, only in order not to offend the Entente
capitalists. This peace brings immense suffering to
the entire European proletariat. It renders the Con-
tinent of Europe im uniting the entire world
capital, under the leadership of England and the
United States, against the world proletariat. And
yet the Communist Party refused to join in the
protest 1 ..

Again the same taftics : Everything against Ger-
many, nothing against Anglo-American Imperialism.
80 much xm foreign politics are concerned.

It goes without saying that to carry on these
tactics, and to obtain that end, the gaining and re-
taining of seats in Parliament, the greatest oppor-
tunism became inevitable also in intermal politics.

Holland has a Bocial-Patriotic Trade Union move-
ment of some 250,000 men; a Byndicalist move-
ment of some 60,000, Wynkoop and van Ravesteyn
wanted the votee of these latter. To that end
the criticism on BSyndicalism had either to ceaso
completely, or to become totally insignificant (just
as in England, when one needs the votes of the
Labour Party, the criticism of it will have
to disappear). And thus it . The Byndi-
calists are constantly ed. d also the Anar-
chists, An article of mine, containing a sharp at-
tack on the Byndicalists, was refused.. There is a
constant endeavour to win the good graces of these
voters. Further, the old gave money for the
famini::d people of Vienna ;nd Budapest. W and
van vesteyn consequently proposed to send . one
bundred thousand guilders out of the Amsterdam
and Rotterdam municipal fuods! This was actually

done !
Ouly on the Programme.

The Social-Patriotic Party has on its programme
the socialisation of industry. To with-
these in the eyes of the voters Wynkoop and van
Ravesteyn claimed in Parliament the nationalisation
of the soil. No revolution, therefore, but socialisation
by means of Parliament |

ng that in order to

It likewise goes without sayi
on these tactics the leaders had to become

tyrants, almighty Imde:u, usurping all the power,

* Holland had more brown bread than sny of
the countries at war had.
(Continued mext page, column 3.)
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for revolutionary leaders and

.h;uldheupu-dedby

ﬂotitmd its underlying
it is explained, “ the Greek word for worker."”
The term seams 80 unfortunate ; it savours of auto-
cracy, and suggests a smile when one thinks of
“ergo.” But it might go into the language like
ochlocrac

dressed to

our official leaders for betrayal

+CREATIVE REVOLUTION.
A Review. By HUGH HOPE.
The authors of this book tell ws that Creative

Revolution is an endeavour t0 clear much prevalent

cobfusionism away from the path
bat it is likewise a call to arms,” and so om.

of Bocialist theory;

It would seem that the work was chiefly written
. propagandists, espe-
dly those of the artistic tem t. The writers

that ‘‘The Dictatorship of the Proletariat '
& newly-coined word,
tocracy, @&nd the flrst chapter is o defi-
principles. “ Ergates,”

rule—without ever becoming popu-
lar like racy.
The chapter on Social Bolidarity is primarily ad-
bourgeois intellectudls. It deals princi-
y with Bertrand Ruseell (who, by the way, puts
thel Snowden in the shade in his polite attack

mthghmhn(}omﬂnniouinthaﬁaﬁouotth

10th inst.), Ramsay Maecdonald, and the Fabians.

One gathers from it that while this gang would en-

deavour to capture Parliament, and institute & re-
formist rule labour, the workers should concen-
trate on the destruction of P ¢ and the sub-

i arliamign
titution of the “ regional and occupational soviets.”

In The Clase 8iruggle the work of the Plebs
and Labour Colleges, the Byndicalists and the
A c Towards end
ronouncement : “ We do

‘ of ‘cor-

Communists and revolutionaries, we are always
of the canse.
sonally, I do not care from what class the Eng
Lenin comes, but I am sure it will réquirel an iron
will to mould the efficient minority that must carry
on the work of the revolution during the transi-
tion stage.

The book is well prepared, and it runs the gamut
of modernistic literature m*mm, Marx and

Morris to Freud, Jung and Trotzky.

The quotations are This, from Rosa Luxem-

mg'n Revolutionary in Adction 1is very
:'To-d:y we can seriously eet about
Capitalism once for all. . . If the

fails to fulfil ite duty ap a class, we
down together in the common doom.”
There is another, exceedingly from Direct
dction, by Willie Gallacher and J. R. Campbell :—
“The workers have to create organisations to
counter the State organisation of capitalism, The
joint industrial and social committee should, be
the nucleus of working-class political power. As
the industrial and social grows strong
enough it will be forced to t the Capitalist
State, not to take possession of, but to smash it."”
But there are also strangely-involved m:tcu like
:?:hrhlch is apparently meant to exp & prin-

crash

itself fin

g'.
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dergoing & eentence of a few
months is, properly speaking, ounly a traveller in
these regions and not an inhabitant. Upheld by
a sense of personal dignity, conscious that outside
are warm friends and a kindly welcome, and a bappy
and prosperous life, the discomforts of the guol
are to such a person nothing but temporary incon-
veniences.
The value of Mr. Marshall’s book is that he makes
ue live with the ordinary law-breaker under the
torture of the prison system. There are around us
overw evidences of the strength of the social
instinct in man which ht him from the iso-
lation of the wilderness to found cities “and nations
;ndhinltitutiou that seem as stable as th:h universe.
t is because our penal system outrages this strong
and fundamental instinct that it h«mdgrml; ﬁluu
cruel probably than the tortures er civilisa-
tions, where physical pain was inflicted or life taken,
but where human Mﬁ love and pity, were
v

oot denied to the PPY tims.
Take the case of the respectable man who falis
m-qhaponﬂ of the law: the terror that pre-
his arrest, the shock of its occurrence, the
agony of shame and terror through which he must
go into the court, the torture of anxiety about loved
ones on whom wundeserved misery has fallen ; for
whose eake, in nine cases out of ten, the trans-

committed his offence ; the loss of friends,
| ves ; these are the elements of
buman tragedy. Mr. Marshall tells of
étricken with paralysis in the
was sentenced to a flogging.
exaggeration, and it is evident that
is mind's eye cases which he could
witnessed of the overwhelming pain
sentences wupoa lads inflict
mothers. After the torture of the court,
hands its victims over t0 a refine-
W could have been devised only
_, regards its “ inferiors "' as mere
beasts. I remember seoaing & dramatised
of Tolstoi’s * Resurrection,” and being struck
the mercifulness of the prison system which
to its victims the solace of companionship,
been the crime, and compari
harshness of Holloway Gaol, where
some weeks. Here, as in England,
th his spirit wounded beyond all healing,
his pain, but that of wife
mother, all whose happi-
race, broken with -
orse, burdened with carking
ia shut up in & narrow

|
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cell | gar guarded by those whose
business it is t0 treat him as & creatare without
human feelings.

Even if the prison diet were not {nsufficient, and
semi-starvation, overwork and cold, were not added
to the miseries of the prisoners (and in spite of his
proven statements, wé are told that in making these
assertions in his book, Mr. Marshall over-
states his case), how wearily musét the months and
years drag by, in utter loneliness, without a friend,
without one hour’s human companionship or kind-
ness—alone night and day with the wounded spirit,
the angry, clouded mind. It is neither life with ite
passions, its hopes, its joys, nor death with its
peace—put a place of torture—not of swift pain and
the hope of its ending, but & hopeless, endless pur-

(4 .
'mbehlnddl the horror of the ordinary prison
dsipie hs e o pesichmnct ot bend s
watler, dar m )
It is almost incredible that in the Twentieth g-
be kept three or four weeks un-
der sentence of death in a condemned cell, watched
lest in his agony of hopeless fear
and spoil the solemnity
Yet it happens! Who |
trap, the little fluttering Bl el bk L
to ba visible in the .
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degradation calists

the bends before
Mr. compromises
poor the votegs,
months) brings from a
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and the Imperialism.
to the tz When
out to make

sible and the blows |
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We declare that whilst the mind and the energies

the Parliamentary institution on a broader ground.
are engaged in Parliamentary contests and Parlia-

.

palliative aad

t persecution, habitually em-

ployed conspirative methods and always hoped for
insurrection, have difficulty perhaps in realising how
much we, here in Britain, have to learn in these
just their minds to real belief in revolution and to

directions, how difficult it is for our people to ad-
genuine preparation for it.

in a perpetual atmosphere of revolution, who, under

tionary temperament and machinery will not be de-

conservative work of the Trade Unions, the revolu-
| TE Bu-iuu, who before the revolution, yet lived

mentary routine, and in the extensive

the pressure of

aims
will
to-

the Miners' Federation and

'r

t in any case it

dingbeurin any action )
md tion which the Union may take.

mmw,mw nu mmN

It is only
taking this step that we shall create the indomita-

e

Once we have cut ourselves adrift from constitu-

tionalism, we must find other measurés.

b
b

of

greater free-

' Federation. 1t works with
Tha Communist Party should be in precisely the

The Bouth Wales rank and file movement is mnot

Lenin.

And still one further word to Comrade
They tell you, Comrade, that the Labour Party is

position towards the Labour Party, tlie Trade

Gongra-and

Orglnkatim- like the I.W.W. and the Workers'
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the Party of Trade Unions. Remember, however;
the individual members introduced into the Party by
the astute generalship of Henderson. These people

Trade and Industrial Union.
war with the official

at

W_
i

joining will undoubtedly prove a force against the

revolution,

m
w
|
M
i

benefits. The latter,
they may be to the workers in the

apitali
mnﬁum:nncia.’
The Trade

J

ture and their various friendl

My knowledge of
is very vigerous—a
‘may say that these

and 1

Honoured Comrade,—I have just received the
At for the first time.
are the most important qualities.

A LETTER FROM BELA KUN.

the English language is very slight, still 1 recog-

nwe with joy that your paper
stirring Party organ ,

I am following the English working-class move-
ment with intense interest. 1 have the gneatest con-

Dread

create within the Unions
-
fighting or-

The rank and file
Unions, as, we know them to-day in
, will oppose, not foster, the growth of

It is gsignificant that Lenin himself has

.un umuw

fidence in the English working class, but I believe
things could be so0 arranged that the ' Hands off

BELA KUN,

With Party Greetings,

We greatly appreciate your sympathy aod com-
May 7th, 1920

radely support,

Russia ”’ policy should be used for Bolshevist ends
Steinhof Internment Camp,

in the homne movement.

to
y

ding
tuation, driving onward to the revolutionar

certain industries, but, led
arty capable of respon

respoonding not to demands for
shorter working hours, higher wages,

of Capitalism, and the setting up of the

movement
rdwu, for

555
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the nationalisation of
any Communist P

si

muﬂu mu

of al| its epiritual

blic is again faced with a crisis.
of Koltchak and Denikin, the Russian

{From the Krasmada Gazela. |
and physical forces for the re-establishment of the

" The Boviet

Having got rid

proletariat intended to make use
economic life of the country.

nmmmhumum
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should see the Labour

ad-

It is a remarkable fact that not a singlo

who want to sell to Poland war material at

Behind the Polish bourgeoisie are the French capi-
i:prioa, and to recoup themselves far the

k-uinnurndinthomwhnk and Denikin
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community,
workers to

mmmmm m

il

g
mm

: m“
431 mm_s

E uwm

11l

il
m

m_mmhum

mmhm

We shall soon convince the whole world that right

on our side.

Yesterday the delegates of British trade unionists
arrived in Petrograd, but oanly very few ramoug
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BB.P. at

we Aard

will be
former

Polish

“Every-
is our

Let

perve in order to eecure victory.

e

are coming to our assistance.

with us. H
that on their return home the

them are in sympathy

veryone for War and Victory
Russian workers and peasants.
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Democracy and the Proletarian

By LENIN.

The resolution of the March of the Boviets
(1918) advocated, as the most important prpblem at
resent, the creation of “ eificieut organisation ™ and
Eighu discipline, Buch resolutions are now readily
supported by everybody. But that their realisation

uires compulsion, and compulsion in the form of
ﬁiﬂ“ﬁtl'lhl_p,_ is ordinarily not comprehended. And

ﬁ'ﬂlﬂd be the greatest stupidity and the most
portunism to suppose that the transition
M&ﬁdhn to Socialism js possible without com-
pulsion and dictatorship. '
Dictatorship Is Necessary.

A dictatorship is necessary for two main reasons
or in two main directions. In the first place, it
is impossible to conquer and destroy Capitalism with-
out - guppression of the resistance of
the exploiters, who cannot be at once deprived of
their wealth, or their advantages in organisation and
knowledge, and who will, therefore, during a quite
long period, inevitably attempt to overthrow the hate-
ful (to them) authority of the poor. Becondly, every
great revolution, and especially a Socialist revolu-
tion, even if there was no external war, is incon-
oeivable without an internal wag, thousands and mil-
lions of cases of wavering and of desertion from ome
side to the other, and a state of the greatest
certainty, instability and chaocs. ‘And, of course, all
the decadent elements of the old order, inevitably
very numerous and coannected largely with the petty

bourgeoisie (for the petty bourgeoisie is the first vic-
tim of

war and every crisis) cannot fail to
“show up " during such a profound transforma-
tion. And these elements of decay cannoét ' show

up " otherwise than through the increase of crimes,
hooliganism, bribery, speculation and other indecen-
cies, It takes time and an dron Ahand to get rid

of this.
Thieves to be Shot.

There never was a great revolution in history in
which the people did not instinctively feel this and
did not display salutary firmness, shooting down
thieves oh the spot. The trouble with previous
revolutions was this—that the revolutionary seal of
the masses, which kept them vigilant and gave them

mercilessly to suppress the elements of de-
cay, did not last long.” The social, the class causes
of such weakness of revolutionary zeal lay in the
weakness of the etariat, which is the only class
¢éapable (if sufficiently numerous, conscious and dis-
ciplined) of attracting the majority of the exploited
toilers (the majority of the poor, if we should use
a simpler and more popular expression) and of re-
taming power for a sufficiently time ~ com~
pletely to suppress both all exploiters and all ele-
ments of decay.

Marx’s Exact Formula.
The historical experience of all revolutions, this
universal ‘historical-—economical and political—lesson
was summed up by Marx in his brief, sharp, exact
and vivid formula: the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat. And that the Russian revolution correctly
approached this universal historical problem has been
proven by the victorions march of the Boviet or-
ganisation among all peoples and tongues of Russia.
For the Soviet rule is no else than the or-
ganised form of the dictatorship of the proletariat,
the dictatorship of the class-conscious proletariat,
rousing to a new democracy, to independent par-
ticipation in the administration of the BState, tens
and tens of millions of exploited toilers, who through
their experiencé are discovering that the disciplined
and class-conscious vanguard of the proletariat is
their most reliable leader. ’

Dictatorship a Great Word.

But * dictatorship ” is a word. And great
words must not be used lightly. A dictatorship is
an iron rule, with revolutionary daring, ‘and swift
and merciless is the suppression of the exploiters as
;ﬂi:llld'u of the hooligans. And our rule
iron. We must not for a moment forget that tha
bourgeois and petty-bourgeois environment is offer-
mmhhmetotheﬂmiatrula in‘:.wwnyl: :

one hand, by external re-n.m conspirac
w lmn:ecim, by tnngntn alsehood and

umny in the press of the Cadets, Right Bocial-
Revolutionists and Mensheviki ; and, on the other,

this environment exerts internal pressure, taking ad-
vantage of every element of decay, of every

weak

principal problem of
lic from military suappres-
to administration, suppression and compulsion
as manifested in trials, and nnt£
spot. And in this respect
masses have taken, since November 7,
proven the vitality

: . But our revolut and
i‘opﬂhr tribunals are excessively and incredibly weak.
'ti_'lPPmnt that the masses’ view of courts—in-
herited from the regime of the landowners and
the bourgeocisic—as not their own, has not yet been
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completely destroyed. It is not sufficiently ap-
preciated that the courts serve to attract all the
poor to administration (for judicial activity is one
of the functions of State administration) ; that the
court is an organ of the rule of the proletariat and
of the poorest peasantry ; that the court is a means

of training in diseipli appre-

ine, There is a lack of
ciation of the simple and obvious fact that, if the
chief misfortunes of Russia are famine and unem-
ployment, these misfortunes cannot ‘be overcome by
any outbursts of enthusiasm, but oaly by thorough
and' universal organisation and discipline, in order
to increase the production of bread for men and
bread for industry (fuel), to transport it in time
and to distribute it in the right way. That, there-
fore, responsib for the tortures of famine and

unemployment on who violates labour
discipline in any enterprise and in any .
That those who are res should be

tried and punished wi t muﬂ The petty-bour-
geois environment, which we will now have

ently to combat, is reflected particulardly in lack
of comprehension of the economic and political con-
nection between famine and unemplo t and the
prevailing dissolution in tion and discipline
—in the firm hold of the view of the small pro-
prietor : nothing matters, if only I gain as much

as possible.
The Railway Industry.

This struggle of the petty bourgecis environment
against proletarian organisation is expressed with par-
ticular force in the railway industry, which embodies,

robably most clearly, the economic ties created by

Capitalism. The “office” elemeat furniehes
saboteurs and ters in large numbers ; the prole-
tarian element, its best part, is fighting for disci-
pline. But between these two elements tnere are, of
course, who waver, who are "weak " and
who are unable to resist the “ temptation " of specu-
lation, bribery and personal advantage, at the ex-
pense of the functioning apparatus, the uninterrupted

work of which is necessary to overcome famine and
unemployment.

The Decree on Railway Management.
A characteristic struggle occurred on this basis

in connection with the last decree on railway manage-
ment, the decree which graated dictatorial (or * un-
limited ') ‘fower to individual directors. The con-
scious (and mostly, probably, unconscious) repre-
sentatives of petty-bourgeois disintegration coatended
that , the granting of “ unlimited” (i.e.,'dictatorial)

to individuals was a defection from the prin-
ciple of Commissariat administration, from the de-
mocratic and other principles of the Boviet Repub-
lic., Some of the Left Social Revolutionists carried
on a plainly demagogic agitation against the decree
on dictatorship, appealing to evil instincts and to
the petty-bourgeois desire for personal gain. The
question thus presented is of really great signi-
ficance : first, the question of principle is, in general,
the appointment of iudividuaﬂ, endowed with un-
power, the appoiatment of dictators, in ac-
cord with the fundamental principles of the Boviet
rule ; secondly, in what relation does this action—
this precedent, if you wish—stand to the special
problems of the Boviet rule during the present con-

crete period 7 Doth' questions deserve serious con-
sideration.

Soviets Are Forms of Socialist Democracy.
That the dictatorship of individuals has very fre-
quently in the history of the revolutionary move-
ments served as an expression and a means of
realisation of the dictatorship of the revolutionary
classes, is confirmed by the undisputed experience of
. With tois democratic principles, the
dictatorship of individuals has undoubtedly n com-
patible. But this point is always treated adroitly
by the bourgeois critice of the BSoviet Government
and by their mr bourgeois allies. On the one
hand, they deo Soviet rule to be limrly SOL« -
thing absurd and anarchically wild, carefully avoid-
ing all our historical comparisons and theoretical
proofs that the Boviets are a higher form of de-
mocracy ; Rkay, more, they are the beginning of a
Hocidli:tfur&no! democracy. On the other hand,
they demand of us a_higher democracy than the
bourgeoise dammrwy;h argue : with your Bolshe-
vist (i.e., Bocialist, not bourgeois) democratic prin-
ples, with the democratic principles, indi-
dictatorship is ahsolutely incompatible.
The Necessity of Force.
Extremely poor arguments; these. If are not
anarchists, we must admit the necessiLy a State ;
that is, of foree, for the tramsition from Capitalism
to Bocialism. The form of compulsion is determined
by the degree of development of the particular re-
volutionary class, then by such special
as, for instance, the heritage of a long and reac-
tionary war, and finally by the forms of
of the bourgeoisie and petty-bourgeoisic. There is
therefore absolutely iction i inci

v

=

dictatorship
congists in this: that the first directs its attacks
against the exploiting minority in the interests of
the exploited majority ; and, further, in this—that the
first is accomplished (also through individuals), not
only by the masses of the exploited toilers, but also
by organisations which are so constructed that they
arouse these masses to historical creative work. The
Boyiets belong to this category of organisation.

| (To be ocontinued.)

s 0

iH

!

2
?.
:
2
55

E

4

i
i
1
:
-§
:

]
i
5
:

5
|

£
%1

i
3
4

3
=
&

g

|
ut”
2
:
¥

&
*1
-

¢h
;

£

4
§
: &

{
i

£

To Welcome the Marchers from Bristel of
will Sing Revolutionary Sengs




8 YT . E. &% "
}Batfn and naval lnglh’h

whether it would

0 Biberia. Our Parlia-
with n-::ruin amount :‘t
ignorance the doings

shared by their elected mem-
d to know * whe-
of Btate for War cabled

iberia, instructing him to tell
Pﬂmlin‘m&, who is
W(&LM

threatening
the armistice with Polaad,
Poland .with all their re-

-Commander Kenworthy
war, we ought to know."
. party solidarity is not extended tg Mr.
members of the Labour Party,
not there produce the forty mbm-
to n of adjournment,

said: “If it means
s new

a§eg
il
a
=8
:

g matter discussed.

edgwood “private " notice
of his question thapdnmaut the
hﬁwbﬁ not
work, he Joses :

FE

Captain O Press that “a
r staff perts, numbering
officers, lies, were specially se-

| willd & view
offensive against Boviet

have always had a military mission
the Poles on the organisation
have no detailed information

‘I
I

ﬂ _

RE
£

An:yg

a8 o numbers,

Parliament chiefly
profits "' would take
ing. Bir R. Horne

i
gt
1
it

1
i
g
E
E

i

1
]
=

.
s
¥R

;1

|

|

i

£
7
%

!
g
B

;

Mr. R. Young the ‘_nmber of small-pox
cases in Glasgow to 12th July, 1920, llréslunro
the :—Unvaccinated, cases,
51 ¢ mww:u cases, 31 deaths.
nts have been bothered, we
it, to get these figures, for Parliament, but
are worthless to e & case either for or
nst vaccination, for the essential figure—the pro-
of unvaccinated to vaccinated—is not given.
y is it that h Parliament you can’t even
at the truth of simple public health questions.
. B. Young is a Labour member, therefore why
le to give him a reasoned reply ?

h enough on the musim-hall stage,
are objected to when they do some shooting
in Kurope. Yet it is the white man that has brought
them over here and put them oOn the battlefield.
Lieut.-Com. Kenworthy asked the Prime Minister whe-
ther he is in a position to state thaff no black sol-
diers have been sent to the assistance of Poland?

Booar Law is kindness itself, but, for ouce “he
is not aware of the source of the information™ and
“ is not going to inquire into every rumour.”

Deportation of Nuorteva. |
_ For the Home Becretary, 8ir J., Baird replies
to Mr. J. Davison that “he had all the facts of
this case under consideration.” “ SBir Basil Thomp-
son did not express any opinions respecting the
Soviet Government.”

Mr. N under a deportation order, will em-
bark on the first available vessel for Russia.

According to the American Labour Year-Book, Mr.
Banteri Nuorteva is the head of the Diplomatic De-
*n.rtmnt of the Russian BSoviet Government Bureau
n the United Btates (World Tower Building, 110,
West 40th Btreet, New York), and also of the Infor-
mation, Bureau, conducted for the purpose of acquaint-
ing the Amercian le with the facts concerning
Boviet Russia, This Department publishes Soviet
Russia weekly, five dollars per year.

P.R.LB.

Dear Editor,—We desire to call your attention to
the * People’s Russian Information Bureau,” a most
valuable institution which circulates, collects and
tabulates reliable information concerning Russia, and

‘is a most useful aid to all who are interested in

the Russian situaation.

We appeal for your assistancd in building up a
sum of A600 to ocover outstanding liabilities and
the estimated deficit on the forthcoming year's work-
ing of the Bureau, a deficit which is inevitable ow-
ing to the mnecessarily low rate at which the Bureau
issues information to affiliated organisations and the
large amount of gratuitous information supplied by
the Burean to enquirers.

We feel confident that we shall not appeal in
vain for a generous donation from you.—Yours faith-
fully, O. Despard, Robert Dell, and Harold Grenfell.

Address for donations: Donors’ Committee, P.R.I.B.,
162, Fleet Btreet, London, E.C.4.

ROTHERHAM UNITY GROUP.

Barah Turper writes on behalf of the Rotherham
Communist Unit%ﬂmp t0 say that at a Conference
o July llth . Paul was the principal speaker.
He said : “ The W.S.F, delegates had left the last
Communist Unity Conference pledged to wait until
after thevRank and File Coaference was held before
taking any action.” We hope that Comrade Turner

has here misunderstood Comrade Paul, because the
statement js false,

The W.B.F. delegates were in no way pledged when
they left the Unity negotiations : they had explicitly
refused to pledge themeelves.

They had stated when the Conference assembled
that '.Ly would not pledge the W.8.F. to attend the
Augest since they were awaiting a bal-
lot of W.B.F. members. Some of the B.S.P. and
Communist Unity Group delegates then said that

the W.B.F, delegates ought to withdraw until its

had been decided. The W.8.F. delegates ex-
to withdraw should the other
it, but said that they were willing

give their views on the other points

on the understanding that they were
wxﬁ their isation to proceed
. .8.P. and ex-8.L.P. then retired to con-

whether the W.B.F. tes should remain
returning the to that course.

afterwards proposed that all or-

sending del to the Ist

pl themselves in
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When the W.B reported thia decision
to their committee, to call the June
19th Conference, confer with other
groups whose tactics are the same
as those whether to at-
tend the and, if not, what
course to was made known
to the Uni blished in the Press.

The June ided to form an in-
dependent _

\
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THE POLISH SITUATION.

The Polish Commumist Party.

Since the disappearance of the Boviets the Com-
munigt Party has been definitely forced into sub-
terrapean action, all legal action having become im-
possible, although we are supposed to be living in
a democratic Republic.

We now work once more with the old methods
of secret organisation, the utility of which we proved
under the Czarist regime. We have neither press
nor legal organisation, and you must know that here
in Poland, the simple fact of professing Communist
opinions is sufficient excuse for throwing a person
into prison, there to remain “ confined by administra-
tive orders,” without any form of trial during long
months.

In the Polish gaols lie thousands of our com-
rades. Most of them are untried and even uncharged
with any offence.

The Death Penalty for Striking and Propaganda.

The Diet i® about to pass a new law allowing

sentence of death to bgtpusgui by O:ut;t-ﬂartial
upon any person guilty undermining security
ofpﬂtha {ltat«a by deed, word, or strike. Henceforth
every strike will become a criminal attack upon the
State.
We do not recriminate, krowing that the bour-
geoigie will defend its privileges by every means
in its power, and that it will care very little as to
whether its actions are legal.

Yet we may say with pride that in these difficult
circumstances we are hoiding high our Communist
flag. Against us we have a legal Bocialist party,
able to act in broad daylight, with a big Press, and
many members of Parliament. Yet we, the proscribed,
the hunted, are not outdone by them in our in-
fluence upon the masses, and from our underground
depths we hold the opportunists constantly in check.

eing obliged to take in our industrinl
unions, we have made them our strongholds. The
bourgeoisie is obliged to tolerate the industrial or-
ganisations, whilst it protects the “yellow' clericals
and Socialists. We are working to strengthen indus-
trial organisations by the creation of great indus-
trial unfons. Some of the most active unions and
even the Central Commission itself are under our
control. In res to our advice, the Polish Trade
Unions refused to send delegates to Washington, though
the renegade Polish Bocialist Party sent representa-
tives there., We are holding out against repression,
and when the economic circumstances allow of it our
final victory is mathematically certain.

The Economic Sitmation.

What was once Austrian Poland has suffered ter-
ribly from military operations. Russian Poland
(called “ The Kingdom ') has also been devastated
by the war and shamelessly exploited by the German
occupiers. Posnania alone, thanks to its agricultural
production, has come out of the war intact, and even
enriched. DBut, like a rich relation, this province
separates itself from the rest of the country, especi-
ally in the economic and financial. fields. '

The following explanation does not apply to Pos-
nania, which is a purely agricultural country, where
the industrial proletariat does not count, and the
rural workers are under the exclusive tutelage of the
clergy. I1f the two other parts of Poland made
a social revolution, Posnania would doubtless be our
Vendée, or, to be more modern, our " Koltchakia."

Posnania excepted, the country is in ruins, Aus-
trian Poland (Galicia) enormous mineral
riches. Russian Poland—industrial and agricultural—
exported, befere the war, the products of her in-
dustry and might be almost self-sufficient by her
agriculture. But her industry is now null, and fam-
ine is_raging. When the Germans took their depar-
ture a rapid reconstruction, with the efficacious aid
of the Allies, was hoped for. America would send
food | It was with American bacon and flour that
our electoral campaign was made. The disappoint-
ment has been cruel. A year and a half has slipped
away, and things are going from bad to worse. The
balance-sheet : pfices increased tenfold, numbers
out of work, undiminished, industry drowsing,
public works at a standstill, sickness and disease
raging. The death-rate is so high that bodies wait
over a week for their turn at the cemetery. No
work, no bread, no coal, no hope! In the face of
all this is the unbridled luxury of the bourgeoisie.
Strangers who come to Warsaw, after a walk
through the smart quarters, are generally impressed
by the abundance reigning there. The shops are
loaded with all the eatables of the universe. Every-
thing is to be found. Visitors are astonished. And
since a pound i8 worth 550 marks in Poland, they
find that everything is very cheap !

Pleasure-loving

The members of the isie have become pleas-
ure-loving and dissipated, They do not work, even
in the bourgeois sease of the word. Capital turns
away from industry, since speculation gives rapid and
easy profits. Of what use economy and saving, when
money loses its valve from day to day?

The rich believe themeelves in safety, for are they
not surrounded by the bayonets of their soldiers. But
capitalism, as a solid structure, is already dead, and
ite fall becomes daily more certain. There is no
more creative cgpital. 8 jon reigns and ftri-
umphs in its ies. Pre-war stocks of goods are
continually circulating. They are sold, and re-sold,
at ever-increasing prices. To buy, to monopolise, to
sell, that is the Ydt motif of this dance upon ¢he
mouth of a volcano.

The bourgeosie still possesses all the meams of pro-
duction, but it deliberately leaves them idle. The
bourgeois has no more interest in uction, since

production reduces the price of monopolised stocks.
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At this point capitalist production has become im-
possible. Only the masses have an interest in the
resumption of production, and only a socialjsed indus-
try can live. Little by little that certitude is pene-
trating the masses.

In spite of the lack of work, the strikes do not
cease, for thé cost of living increases by leaps and
bounds. Every month the workmen demand an in-
crease of 100 to 200 per cent., but thel prices of
food, clothing, shoes, etc.; rise still more rapidly.
The sterility of that race to ruin begins ta be
understood. The masses are beginning to rise, to
ask for peace more than ever. All eyes are turned
upon Moscow. There is yet another important fact:
British Capitalism j8 lying in wait for the downfall
of our bourgeoisie. The Polish mark has fallen to
three Swiss centimes and seven K¥rench centimes ;
the dollar costs 140 marks, the pound 5560 marks.
The moment i8 propitions for the purchase of Polish
merchandise by foreigners.

Poland Becoming a Colomy.

If this state of things. continue, our country will
become a colony, and the fate of the Congo negroes
will be reserved for our proletariat. This fact gives
matter for reflection, even to the patriots. And
there is only one solution—Socialisation. ’

The agricultural proletariat, which includes several
millions, and whose strike was brutally strangled
last autumn, will get into the movement also in the
spring. The Communist programme of the secialisa-
tion of the great land estates is the only one that
can satisfy this numerous class. The parcelling out
of these domains by the Bocialist' buffoons of the
PS.P. would benefit only the rich peasants, but
would deprive the field labourer of his workshop.

The “ecisive struggle is approaching. All the par-
ties boing compr nised in the present regime, the
oficial Socialists included, the Communist Party (the
Polish Bection of the Third International), in col-
laborgtion with the great syndical organisations, is
alone capable of placing itself at the head of this
movement, which may be of the greatest consequence
to all Europe.

I have overstepped the limits which I had traced
without having said many essential things. The sub-
ject is too, vast and too complex. I think that at
the momeunt when the Polish army—the instrument of
your government—is almost alone in the presence of
the Bed wave, it is \not superfluous for you to know
what is happening in the immediate neighbourhood
of the fromt. ;

Appeal for One Thousand Guarantors.

Comrades,—Our aim i to weld all revolutionary
Communist elements in the country into one solidly-
knit organisation, to forge a revolutionary core for
the coming crisis. '

This work is vital for the triumph of Communism.
Our need for funds in this task is large. Districs
- Conferences have to be held, Communist Organisers
sent to the provinces, and full preparations made for
the conference of the party in September.

In order therefore to relieve the organisation of
financial difficulty during this vital period, we ap-
peal for ONE THOUSAND COMRADES to give a
weekly sum of ONE BSHILLING for a period of

e — & N

THREE MONTHS. Contributions should be sent to
the Treasurer, PERCY WALLIS, 18 Angel Road;
Hammersmith, London, W.6.

TEE LABOUR PARTY: CAN IT BE CAPTURED?

The view of those Communigts who desire aflili-
ation to the Labour Party is that it can be captured
for Communism. Our view is that it cannot.

(1) 1t is largely formed of Trade Unions with an-
cient constitutions, which it would take many years
to change in order that the rank and file member-
ship might gain control of their political policy.

.. Those who desire the rank and file to gain con-
trol should move at every opportunity within their
Union that a special conference be called to adopt
a new constitution., This would be a useful thing
tI? do, quite apart from afiliation to the Labour

arty.

(2) The Labour Party also consists of individual
members, whose number and influence is growing.

These members come in on a reformist programme.
Josiah Wedgewood, M.P., stated in the House of
Commons the other day that he had joined the Labour
Party because, as a Liberal, he found that the prin-
Ciples of the Liberal Party were not put into prac-
tice by Liberal Governments. Wedgewood, in this
respect, is ' of a host of others who are now
joining the Party.

We would ask those Comrades who desire the

affiliation of a Communist Party to Labour Party
whether

are pre to await a ballot of all
the Trade Unions Lture taking action in the revo-
lutionary crisis.

: et -

TRUTH ABOUT RUSSIA.

Jack Tanner, Editor of BSolidarity, now in Russia,
will shortly return to this country.

Bocialist Societies, Trade Union Branches, and
Workers’ Committees desiring to book him for speak-
‘ng engageéments, should. write at once to Solidarity
Press, 10, Tudor Btreet, E.C.4.
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IN OUR NEXT ISSUES :—

Capitalism and the Rapids of Revolution, by
J. P. M. Millar.

Rustic Revoit, by C. B. Warwick.

Constitution of the Russian Metal Workers'
Industrial Union.

One of the Lelt-Overs, by C. E. Edwards.
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“ Comrade " Cook, the Miners’ Agent, who wrote
the article on “The Miner's Tanner " in a recent
number of the Dreadnought, is apparently a wery
different person to * Comrade " Cook, the rabid ex-
tremist, we used to know and delight to hear on
the platform at our lodge meetings. The present
Cook is a rigid constitutionalist, and cannot by any
means be persuaded to oppose the bureaucracy of
the M.F.G.B., since he has become a unit of thak
officialdom. We all know that a change in’ condi-
tions has a great effect on the psychology of mny
man, and we feel disposed to let ' Comrade " Cook
down lightly, and excuse him somewhat for his pre-
sent reactionary attitude, but he must ex a lit-
tle mild criticism from some of his old pupile and
present friends, if they are not still his comrades.

Cook says *“* No man can value the miners’ or-
ganisation.” But what is the value of a workers’
organisation ! Can we measure it 7 If we can, then
let us appraise it and see if it.ilwurt.h! of the
high estimate accorded by *“ Comrade’ Copk.
A workers’ organisation is formed for the purpose of
improving the conditions in the lifie of the
worker, to keep the standard of w at such
an altitude as to ensare for the wor and hia
family a continnal progress towards better ocondi-
tions of labour and home-life. If the organisation
has not done this then it has failed in its most im-
portant function, and it is not worthy of thd hi
estimate placed upon it by *“Comrade” Cook. If
he suggests that conditions in the mini industry
are as to-day as they were in 1913, then he
must deny all the epeeches of Cook the extremist,
and close his eyes ta facts as they really are. In-
stead of progress in home-life and conditions, they
have, and are experiencing retrogression, and have
had to put up with a lower standard of life, be-
canse the organisation failed in its most ‘important
function. The power of the isation is great,
but as long as the officials of the M.F.G.B. retain
their fondness for political conciliatory measures, just
s0 long will they refuse to make use of the real

power of the organisation, and fail to report pro-
gress of the miners’ standard of life.

Cook says the cannot exist without
100 per cent. increase in contributions. Is this
cortrect 7 We do not think 0, and beg to offer

one or two suggestions to enable the ion,
not only to exist on its present rate of contribu-
tion, but at the same time to be more effectivid in
attaining that real progress so much desired by
the miners, and which up to the present the or-
ganisation has failed to obtain,

First, we suggest that Cook should again become
an extremist, and advocate the expulsion of all
political propaganda from the organisation.
much of the miners’
this useless business, doing
few place -seekers above the of
ers, and thus making them immune from
ings of their class, and clog
the clouds of oconciliation,
fighting power of the
“ Comrade " Cook, before
tributions.

Another suggestion we make, which would greatly
reduce the cost of the organisation, is a wuniform
rate of pay for all ageits and officiale of the
Federation. Why should * Comrade " Cook receive
£10 a week whilst the labourer gets #4? Do not
think for a moment, * Comrade,” that we wish to
reduce your salary or the salary of * Comrade "
Brace to £#4 a week. Oh! no. But what we do
suggest is that no official of the Federation should

the
the

tion. B

receive more than the average wage of the highest
grade in the organisation. ' Perhaps that would make

the officials more to incr the general stand-

eager
ard of living and thereby fulfil the most important

function of the organisation, and, incidentally K greatly
reduce the cost. .

Carry out these measures of reconstruction ; let
roper function ; and then,
iving, the miners will nob

the organisation fulfil its
on a better standard of
object to increased contributions.

Lastly, we would remind “ Comrade "™ Cook that
the last balance-sheet of the M.F.G.B. recorded a
year's working, after pay-
ter bearing
the costs of all this wasteful political propaganda.

demm :

balance of £7,000 on the
ing all these abnormal ealaries, and
be

It is no use saying it cannot

it can ; and you and all real comrades should ad-
vocate uniformity, efficiency, and progress, even should .

that entail the sacrifice of personal interests.
“LE¥T WING."”

COMMUNIST PARTY.

A LECTURE

On the Alms, Tactics, and Methods of the
Communist Party (British Section of the
Third International).

In the Large Hall of the International Seclalist

Club, 28, East Read, City Road, N. 1.
(Near Old Street Tube Station).

On WEDNESDAY, JULY 28th at § p.m.

Lecturer : mﬂc‘;ﬂ_‘.
(Secretary of the funist Party).

QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSION,
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money is wasted every year in
but raising a

work -
suffer-
their braine with

. this waste,
asking for increased con-

SOLIDARITY.
By ROSA BLOCH, of Eurich.

had lived in Russia a ‘time, and in
ing there soon. They worked happily
Soviets. One of them, a leading eong

SBoviet factory, was also the head of an evening school
for workers. In his laboratory, courses of
&uimmm physics and chemistry were o« and
e young workers studied with great intevest, -
remarkable progress.
very precaution is taken against the spread of
epidemics and the people were never beford énlight-
encd on such questions as they are in Russia to-
dllj'. The streots of Petrograd are kept absolutely
clean.,
But there are great
ble scarcity of fuel and next
this account,

A REPLY. .
The here outlined by Rosa Bloch
splendid one ; but unfortanately makes it
to realise your situation.” As ,ro'., '
ment is still blockading Soviet Russia by mesans
British warships, still refusing to allow goods %o
unhngﬂ between this countr
The British Government is
fighting that is on
If British workers were to work
Bloch suggests, without first
of Russia by the British Navy

without p

d

venting tho British' aid to the counter-revolution,

the products of their overtime work, if over

were sent <o wonld wun

British workers would only go |
of their employers. ‘

If the blockade of Boviet Russia were
organisation which could most easily l:.

q
Poland is on a par with
and indapendt.;:t. Berbia.
not permit Polish question to
methods which will
prevailing in Bouth-Easter
the whole Europe
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We were in the usual place where we ordinarily
have our arguments—the Plate Room ; and the other
half of us that were not talking were having what
intelligent professors call a cold collation, This
consisted mostly of the by now stale bread and
vanished jam left over from the morning's lunch.
The failure of the Limerick Boviets drove us back
to Mulberry Bush margarine, although some of us
can sport butter up till Tuesday. However, Limer-
ick wasn't the topic.

We had waded through the details of an alleged
bookmaker and his alleged five telephones and two
tape machines, and numberless theories were evolved
as to how five telephones and two tape machines cameo
to be installed in a loft over a garage. It was the
opinion of some of the strong Union men that it
had been doune by scab labour ; and some hinted
at " foreigners.” By this term is not meant those
who have not had the happy choice of being born
in this free country. In a workshop a * foreigner "
is something you make in the boss's own time, out
of his own material, and with his own tools. Need-
less to say the boss does not stand by while it
is done—mor the gaffer, either—although gaffers them-

selves not only do * foreiguers,” but often have
them done by their favourites,
After the alleged five telephones and two tape

machines, we drifted to the police-court items again,
and someone dug up the case of an alleged actress
allegedly robbing an alleged officer of an alleged
thirty thousand roubles. obody, said young Bert
would be such a fool as to carry about that lot hf
splosh ; but Henry successfully pointed out that Bert
was only a kid and knew no better. This led to what
is called Words betwixt Henry and Bert, and finally
wound up by Bert being chased for a skilful bull's
eye at Henry's ear with a piece of pulp rolled up
hard. This also led to a vendetta lasting two days,
during which young DBert showed Henry both the
follies and the advantages of agile youth,

But to return to the topic. We wended through a
maze of ent a8 to the exact value of a rouble,
and of course Lenin and Trotzky wandered in and
out ; but, with the strange way workshop debates
have, in ten minutes we were in the thick of money
matters dealing nearer home,

“I read about Lenin eating twelve hundred pounds
worth of fruit a manth,” said Casey. * Now, Mac.,
how much did you say' a rouble was to the pound?”

Mac. disowned any connection with the rouble

uestion. As a matter of fact, he said, it was
enry who said there were ten thousand to the
nd. What he, Mac., had asked was whether

enry meant Troy or avoirdupois. Henry thought
Mac. bad esaid Trotzky when he had mti..li saud
Troy, and if Henry wasn't such a fool en-
courage young Bert by chasing him all over the
shop, he would be there to hear him out. What
he, illc., was more interested in was not roubles,
but the Ten Bob Rise we were going to have in the
trade.

“Well,"” said Cassy, “I don't see how we are
geing to get it till fhe Union allows ue to work
overtime same as before, and then the negations will
proceed.”’

Mac., who was given to fluent sarcasm at times,
asked émy what he meant by ‘ negatious,” and
to this Casey replied with sounds like a soro nose,
which were meant to be a cross between a snecr
and a sniff. However, the argument developed with
further diversions. Mac. wanted to know what we
should work overtime for?

“Chaps like you,” said Casey, who was still sore
in the nose and in the mind over “ negations,” and
who believed in accepting any overtime that offered,
#0 he could add to the capital for the milliner's shop
his wife wanted , ‘ Chaps like you would never do
a stroke of work unless you had to, and yet you
are always gassing about a two-hour day after the
revolution. My idea is that there won't ba a two-
hour day then ; therc’ll be a no-hour day."”

It is quite easy to raise a laugh in a workshop
with a witticism that would be howled off the
music hall “boards ” by the same men, so Cascy
was held to have scored one. Mac. then proceoeded
—figuratively—to take his coat off.

“Now, look here, I'll explain this to you once
and for all, so you can knock your wooden head
against it, and then perhaps some sparks of wisdom
may fly out. [One to Mac. | Now, there are
forty-five millions odd of people in these blessed
islands, and only fifteen millions are working. That
amounts to one-third. Bupposing they work twelve
hours a day—"

“ Eight hours, you mean,” put in Casey.

* Eight hours, then,” accepted Mac. * Well, don't
it follow that if it takes fifteen millions to do
all the work in eight hourms, then it will take thirty
millions only four hours a day?”

gy | sup pose 8o, admitted Casey.

“Then,” went on Mac,, *“ that is all supposing
all the work done now is necessary, which I don't
admit it is. For instance there won't be so much
printing of tram tickets and forms for this and
forme for t.hlt-, and Mike knows what, And,” he
added rapidly, as Casey almost opened his mouth,
“ae to throwing men out of work, well they will
all help to shorten the hours in other jobs, and-—"

But just then young Bert broke through our ranks
with Henry hot-foot after him.

The “DREADNOUGHT " OFFICE has a few back
numbers of the paper. Comrades willing to dis-
tribute these in the workshop, etc., should apply
to the Dreadnought Office, 162, Fleet Stroet.
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Section of the

THE WORKERS' DREADNOUGHT.

COMM

CONDITIONS OF MEMBERSHIP. — The
Capitalism and the establishment of Communism. (2)

July 24, 1920,

Third International.

of the following peoints: (1) The complete overthrow of
Class struggle. (3) The Dictatorship of the Proletariat.

(4) The Soviet or Revolutionary Werkers' Council system. (5) Affiliation to the Third International. (§) Refusal to
engage in Parliamentary Action. (7) Non-affiliation to the Labour Party. .

MINIMUM WEEKLY SUBSCRIPTION : Threepence.

Provisional Secretary: EDCAR T. WHITEREAD, 8, Siaclair Cardens, West Kensington, London, W.14.

Branches’ notes and list of meetings, sent in for publication, should reach the Secret

not later than first post

Monday morning. — All articles and news matter (other than Branches’ notes) to be sent to: 400, Old Ford
Road, Bow, London, E.3. and marked : “ The Editor, The Workers’ Dreadnought.”

The “WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT " may be obtained for sale at 3/-per quire (26 copies). Usual Trade rates for

wholesale and retail newsagents.

All Members should make a special effort to see that our paper is on sale and posters displayed at local news.
agents, trade union branches, in the workshop and at all public meetings in their districts. |

LONDON MEETINGS: OUTDOOR.

Friday, July 23rd. Manor Park Road, near Willesden
]{mctinn Station, 7.30 p,m. Fred Tyler and others.

Saturday, July 24th. Stockwell Street, Greenwich
T.iﬂ p.m. Minnie Birch, R. Bishop, Janet Grove and
others.

‘Sunday, July 25th, Osborn Street, Whitechapel, 11.45 a.m.

Louis Solomon, Jack Sullivan. \

Dock Gates, Poplar, 7 p.m. G. Deacon, J. Sullivan
and others.

3 pm. Meeting in Trafalgar
the Ex-Service men marching from Bristol.
advertisement.

Wednesday, July 28th. Grove Lane, Camberwell, 7.45 p.m.
Geo. Aird, May Edmunds,
Friday, July 30th. Manor Park Road, near Willesden

Junction Station, 7.30 p.m. Louis Solomon and

others.
INDOOR.
Monday, July 26th. 20, Railway Street, Poplar, 8 p.m.

Communist Party Business Meeting.
16, Peckham Road, Camberwell, 7.30 p.m., Com-
munist Party Business Meeting,

Thursday, July 29th. 20, Railway Street, Poplar, 8 p.m.
Speakers’ Class.

OTHER ORGANISATIONS.

East LonpoN WorkeRs' COMMITTEE,

Sunday, July 25th, Victoria Park, 12 (noon).
Ponder and others.

Square, to welome
(See

Walter

. Thursday, July 22nd, International Socialist Club, 28, East

Road, City Road, 7.30 p.m. Business Meeting,.

WaLrHamsTow LEAGUE OF RiGHTS. p
Tuesday, July 27th, William Morris Hall, Somers Road,

3 p.m. Jennie Simpson and others.

r——— i
GorToN, MANCHESTER :—Sunday, July 25th. Moun. 'Rd.
Corner, Lake E at 11 am.
Peacock’s Croft at 3 pan.

Near Olympia at 7,30 p.m.

COMMUNIST PARTY NOTES.

Applications for membership were very numerous
last week, and members have been accepted from
Waterfoot, Pontadawe, Swansea, Coventry, Portsmouth,
Colden (Yorks), Mirfield (Yorks), Newport, Btaines,
Hanwell, Bucks, Plymouth, Sheflicld, Oxford, Ash-
ford (Mid.), and all parts of the Metropolis.

Enquiries as to joining the Party as a group
been received from Norwich and Oldham
munist Groups, _

The Provisional Organising Coancil have issued thcir
third efrcular dealing with the propagation of Soviet-
ism and activity on the anti-Parliamentary field,
and Branches are reaching a higher state of internal
organisation in work for Communism.

Gorton Branch.—On Sunday, July 25th, G. W.
Aird, of London, addresses three open-air meetings
for Communism,

Speakers for Communism.-—The Secrctary will be
glad to have the names of speakers and literature
scllers for the Metropolis, so that the work for
Communism can be effectively co-ordinated. Party
members volunteering for this work are asked to
state whether they are indoor or outdoor speakers,
or both,

h:i\'n
Coin-

CAMBERWELL.

Branch meetings to be held 2nd and 4th Mon-
days of the month at 16, Peckham Road. Next
meeting July 26th, at 7.45 p.m. Outdoor meetings
every Wednesday at Grove Lane, at 7.30 p.m. Com-
munist Saturdays, sewing party at B85, Camberwell
Grove, 3 to 6,30 p.m. All comrades welcomed. A
small folding table for literature is neceded.

——
GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGED.
Gorton Comrades, £5 ; North Woolwich Sympa-

thiser, 1s8. ; H. Mitchell, 2s. 6d. ; G. W. Aird, 7s.;
Porfamouth Comrades, 9s. ; Chelsea Commuaist, 2s.
6d. ; Peckham Comrades, 3s. 8d.

(Correspondence is invited on the Programme of the
Communist Party preparatory to the National Con-
ference, to be held in Manchester n September.
We hope that correspondents will devote them-
selves as far as possible to make constructive sug-
gestions, all of which wil be passed on o lhe
Agenda Committee. |

Lenin and the British Communists.

Dear Comrade,~—We write concerning the sixth and
seventh cardinak principles on which the Communist
Party (British SBection of the Third International)
has been formed, namely, * Refusal to engage 1n
Parliamentary action” and “ Nom-afliliation to the
Labour P{Lrt-}'.”

Much play has recently been made, and more
play will certeinly be made in the immediate futurq
with Lenin's disapproval of the step taken om June
19th in founding the Communist Party by those
who differed from other British Communists on the
points above specified. Those who participated in
the initial conference, or most of them, were well
aware of the view Lenin was likely to take of
the action they considered expedient. They ventured
to think that they were able to form sounder views
of the best policy for British Communists than could
possibly be formed, even by such a master mind as
Lenin's, in circumstances which it is not necessary
to detail. Two, at least, of the participators in the
conference had a shrewd suspicion that Lenin's ad-
vocacy for Britain of Parliamentary tactics and affili-
ation to the Labour Party was the outcome of an
opportunism hardly consistent with the uncompro-
mising methods which have led to the success of
Bolshevism, and the aoverthrow of Menshevism in

Russia. That suspicion has been signally confirmed
by a passage in an article by Bertrand Russecll,
published in The Nation of July 17th, 1920, and

entitled, ** Lenin, Trotsky, and Gorky.” Russell, it
will be remembered, travelled with the Labour dele-
gation, but as an independent observer., He had a
personal interview with Lenin, the conversation be-
ing almost entirely in English. Bertrand Russell'’s
good faith is not likely to be challenged by anyone
who reads this letter. He writes of Lenin:

“ He admitted that there is little chance of revo-
lution in England now, and that the working man
is not yet disgusted with Parliamentary government.
But he hopes that this result may be brought about
by a Labour Ministry. He thinks that if Mr. Hen-
derson, for instance, were to become Prime Minister,
nothing of importange would be done; organised
Labour would then, so0 he hopes and believes, turn
to revolution. On this ground, he wishes his sup-

COMRADES IN COUNCIL. — AN OPEN TRIBUNE.

porters in this country to do everything in their
power to secure a Labour majority in Parliament ;
he does not advocate abstention from Parliamentary
contests, but participation with a view to making
Parliament obviously contemptible.”

We do not propouse to discuss whether Lenin is
right or wrong as to the existence of widespread
discontent with Parliamentary government. But those
who have founded the Communist Party are con-
vinced that there is in this country a considerable
and growing body of revolutionary workers who will
rally to the support of a Communist Party formed
on the basis of uncompromising anti-Parliamentarism,
and who will got support any other Communist Party.
Time will show whether that expectation is justified.
Meanwhile the writers of this letter wish to express
a personal opinion. They consider that Lenin's chief
crror arises from a misunderstanding of the DBritish
temperament. The average Briton is a very dire't
person. He likes those who are attacking an institu-
tion to do it openly, and not to attempt the over-
throw of that institution by a simulated approval.
Lenin himself has told us that it is not for Russia
to dictate to Communists in other lands. We re-
mind him of this with all respect, and we assure
him that a Machiavellianism which is perhaps the
natural outcome of Russian historical evolution can
lead to nothing but disaster in Britain. The Briton
8 dogged, whether he is right or whether he is wrong.
The War was a signal instance. Those of us who
were consistent class-war internationalists went on
doggedly kicking against the pricks, throughout the
Great War, while knowing that those we were op-
posing would no less doggedly use their majority
power and stifle us, and their massed forces to
win the war they had made up their minds to win,
and which (heaven help them!) in the end they did
win! We of the Communist Party, a dogged minor-
ity, are going to fight the class-war, as Cromwell's
Ironsides fought it in their day, along our own
chosen line, whether Lenin, our good comrade, ap-
prove or disapprove. “ I find the Englishman " [thus
wrote Emerson, and of course he meant the Scots-
man and the Welshman as well, but we dare not
speak of the Sinn Feiner] “to be him of all men
who stands firmest in his shoes.”—Yours fraternally,

EDEN AND CEDAR PAUL.

Correspondence held over : From J. Penfold, H.

M. Emery, E. T. Harris, and Madeleine  Steinert -
Wertheim,
Printed at the AGeNpA Press (T.U.), 10, Wine

Office Court, London, E.C.4, and Published by the
Communist Party at 1562, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4.




